
List of the various Festivals/Ferias that take place throughout the year, including, Moors & 
Christians 

All destinations are no more than 2 hours (ish!) from Pozo Alcón 

All dates are approximate and should be checked before setting off   

Much of the information has been sourced from: http://www.andalucia.com/ 

Moors & Christians (M&C) 
These takes place on different many days throughout the year between April and October 
The origins are obviously the battles following the re-conquest on the XVI and XVII century. The usual format for the fiesta is 
first a procession of the Moors and the Christians, then a theatrical enactment of verbal attacks and rejections by both groups, a 
battle enactment with skirmishes and dances, the conversion or the death of the moors, and finally homage to the patron saint. 
Nowadays with greater affluence the uniforms are more spectacular. The Christians wear the uniforms of the soldiers of the re-
conquest. The moors wear basic short sleeved cotton jackets. 

  
Bull Fighting Season 
Approve or disapprove, but year after year, ritual and skill join hands to stage Spain´s 
bullfighting season, which stretches from April to October.  
Why is it so popular? It's the national sport. It is gaining, not losing popularity. 

In the Mediterranean, sacrificing bulls is a practice dating back to pre-historic times. In Greece for example, killing the minotaur 

is symbolic of a bullfight. 

Bullfighting as we know it today, started in the village squares, and became formalised, with the building of the bullring in Ronda 

in the late 18th century. From that time, it began to follow a particular sequence of events: the entrance of the bull, the picador, 

the banderilleros, and finally the matador (bullfighter). Many of the picadors' horses were injured in the early days, so these 

heavy horses now wear protection. 

 
Summer Fairs 
These take place throughout the summer from May to September 
Every town and village in Andalucia has its own feria or fair, and it would be possible, if one had superhuman powers of 
endurance, to spend the whole summer following them about the region. The summer annual feria originated in the middle 
ages, and was the principal means of interchange of local products within the kingdom.  
  

The Feria del Día (day fair) traditionally takes place in the streets of the town itself. Streets are closed to traffic, and businesses 
close for the week as well. Tables and chairs are set up and the bars serve food and drink in the street with music playing on 
every corner. People of all ages sing and dance, and visitors are always welcome. I 
 

 

Month Date Where Festival/Feria 

January 4th Galera Rosario de San Aquilino 

Street festival with live music. Local people walk through the town's streets in groups, singing along to guitars, mandolins, 
cymbals, and tambourines. It commemorates the day more than 150 years ago when a chunk of rock fell down from the 
nearby mountain Cerro de la Virgen de la Cabeza, without hurting anyone, miraculously

 5th Everywhere Los Reyes Magos 
Whatever the size of the place where you live, whether a tiny, isolated village in the countryside, a spectacular mountain 
pueblo, or a suburban town, chances are there will be some kind of Reyes procession. The three Magi will travel around the 
town (cabalgata) on floats on the evening of the 5th decorated according to a chosen theme. The Kings are accompanied by 
matching helpers who throw sweets and presents into the crowd (traditionally, kids who've been naughty get coal) 
That same night of January 5th children are supposed to leave their shoes out the night before to receive the gifts. However, 
nowadays some families are actually turning to the Christmas tree as the place to pile gifts as the Kings’ spending power 
grows and shoes can no longer support the weight or volume of the their delivery. 

 6th Everywhere National Public Holiday 
Breakfast is a special occasion on January 6th with the Three Kings’ Cake ( Roscón de Reyes)  the centre of attention. This is 
a sweet bread that is adorned with dried fruits and sugar. Inside, bakers have hidden a small prize wrapped in paper as well 
as a bean. The one who finds the lucky prize is supposed to be King or Queen for the day (a gold paper crown is often 
provided with the cake) while he who ends up with the unlucky bean is expected to pay for next years Kings’ Cake – and 
considering that some of these cakes go for about 20 times the price of a loaf of regular, unsweetened bread (if you buy at a 
bakery instead of the supermarket), that could be an unhappy lot.
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Month Date Where Festival/Feria 

January 2nd Sunday Alcafar, Granada La Noche de Los Capachos 

This fiesta has its origins in the baking industry - baskets used to transport bread by mule to Granada capital were burned (just 
the broken ones, of course!). Now, the towns people burn unwanted household objects

 16th Chirivel Lumbres de San Anton 

 16th Ubeda Hogueras de San Anton 
Bonfires of olive wood, in seven distinct barrios of the town. Accompanying sustenance includes ochios de morcilla, traditional 
local bread rolls filled with pork, and churros con chocolate

 16th Jodar Las Legumbres de San Anton 
People dance around bonfires, eating the typical local sausages and "las flores de maíz" (flowers of corn) 

 16th – 18th  Arquillos 
(near Ubeda) 

Fiesta de San Antonio Abad 

This festival commemorates the town´s recovery from a cholera epidemic in 1885. The mayor gives thanks to San Antonio, 
then the pelotero dances and runs after people, gently lashing them with a whip with an old espadrille tied to its end. 
Dressed like a clown, he represents the devil, and the temptations which St Antony suffered in the desert. The pelotero tries to 

tempt the townspeople with pericones, special roscos

 17th Armilla, Granada Hogueras de San Anton  
Fire festival, with prizes for biggest and most long-lasting bonfires

 17th Monachil, Granada Fiesta de San Anton 
This Sierra Nevada town celebrates San Anton with a huge cook-out: endless pots of stew with ingredients such as rice, 
beans, chickpeas, spinach and every conceivable part of a pig, including ears, trotters and even bones. Waste not, want not. 
The dish is said to help protect the villagers from the January weather

 20th 
 

Caniles El Robo del Santo 
Dia de San Sebastian 

Townsfolk fight to touch a statue of the saint, who is credited with saving some inhabitants of one barrio (near the chapel of 
San Sebastian) during a cholera epidemic. The tradition dates back to the 19th century

 20th Alcafar, Granada Fiestas Patronales de San 
Sebastian 

Started in the 19th century by Cuban War veterans, who wanted to thank San Sebastian for bringing them home safely

February 1st or 2nd Towns around 
Andalucia 

La Candelaria 

 Around Shrove 
Tuesday 
February 13th 2018 
March 5th 2019  
February 25th 2020 

Everywhere Carnival 

The Carnival centres around Shrove Tuesday. Most towns celebrate the carnival with processions either the weekend before 
or after Shrove Tuesday. Cities and larger towns have festivities lasting all week or longer

 Thursday 
before Ash 
Wednesday 

Cullar Vega, 
Granada 

Jueves Gordo 
 

Just before Carnival. In other villages it is known as Maundy Thursday or Merendicas Day. It is an ancient custom with 
farmers celebrating the end of the tobacco harvest. Picnic lunch is eaten near the town football field. Typical food eaten is 
Hornazo de aceite and hard boiled eggs 
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 28th Towns around 
Andalucia 

Dia de Andalucia 
 

This modern festival and holiday commemorates the 1980 referendum which gave Andalucia its autonomous status. 
The green-and-white flag is much in evidence on Andalucia Day, hanging from balconies, waving from flagposts on 
town halls, even painted on people’s faces. Many Andalucians have far stronger loyalty to their region than to their 
country Children celebrate in their schools on the previous Friday with special parties, eating a regional breakfast 
(orange juice and toast with olive oil), learning about local history and singing the Andalucian hymn. 
A ceremony takes place in the morning in the main square of many towns 

March Ash 
Wednesday 

Everywhere El Entierro de la Sardinia 
 

This bizarre ceremony (Goya painted it) takes place every year at the end of Carnaval on Ash Wednesday, the first 
day of Lent. It’s an event which has its origins in history, though as always, several versions exist as to exactly who, 
what and when first started it off. Some say it was King Carlos III in the 18th century, who was given some rotten 
sardines, and ordered them to be buried. In any case, it’s a symbolic burial or destruction of the past (including the 
excesses of Carnaval), to allow rebirth and re-energisation (Lent). 
Exact activities vary from town to town, but often a group of people in black mourning clothes, some dressed as 
priests or nuns to officiate the “funeral”, carry a sardine through the streets (it could even be in a coffin). Then the 
fish is either buried or barbecued (seems a shame to waste a good sardine, although large, beautifully painted papier 
mache models are also used), then the eating and drinking starts, and sometimes firework displays too. Only in 
Spain – a party to celebrate the end of a festival

March/April Easter 
Sun 9 -  Sat 15 
April 2017 
Sun 25 - Sat 31 Mar 
2018 
Sun  14 - Sat 20 Apr 
2019 
Sun 5 - Sat Apr 11 
2020 

Towns around 
Andalucia 

Semana Santa 
 

Holy Week is the most important religious festival of the year. Processions of penitents in long robes and tall, 
pointed hoods walk through the streets, carrying statues of the Virgin Mary and Jesus on flower-decked floats, 
accompanied by brass bands and saetas. 
The celebrations in the main cities start officially on Domingo de Ramos (Palm Sunday). Other towns and villages 
may hold processions on one or two days only during the week, bringing out the Virgins from their churches to be 
carried through the streets 

 Good Friday & 
Easter 

Saturday 

Cuevas del Campo Semana Santya Viviente 
 

Annual reenaction of the Passion of Christ. 
Every year villagers dress up in costumes of the time and populate the village as the story is told 

April 25th  Cogollos, Guadix Virgin de Cabeza (M&C) 

 Last Weekend  Benamaurel Fiesta de San Leon 

Fiesta de Moros y Cristianos  
(M & C) 

Their patron saint’s day is celebrated by handing out special roscas (cakes), blessed by the priest. Also fireworks. 
Recreations of important battles, in honour of Nuestra Señora de La Cabeza, who is ceremonially rescued. 
Costumes are spectacular, with medieval ladies and extravagantly behelmeted and gold-robed Moors 
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April Last Sunday  Zujar Fiestas de Moros y Cristianos en 
honor de la Virgen de la Cabeza 

(M&C) 
This feria includes a romeria (dating from the 16th century, the oldest in Granada province) to a mountain-top ermita, to los 
papeles, a themed two-act play, which tells of the Virgin’s cautivero and rescate (capture and rescue). 

May Nearest 
Sunday to 1st 

May 

Towns around 
Andalucia 

Cruces de Mayo Festival 
 

Catholic hermandades (brotherhoods) and neighbourhood associations competing for prizes for the best-decorated cross from 
the Ayuntamiento (town hall), with plenty of musical accompaniment, from flamenco guitarists to rock bands 

The May Crosses Festival celebrated in Andalucia is probably one of the most interesting festivals, not only today, but in 

historical terms. As legend has it, St Constantine's mother, the much-venerated St Helen, is the founder of this festival, which 

shows special respect for the cross upon which Jesus was crucified. 

As the story goes, in the fourth century AD, St Helen's son Constantine dreamed of a cross that would help him win a battle he 

was losing. He ordered his troops to build him a large cross, which they then carried into battle and conquered their enemy. 

This inspired a family conversion to Christianity and St Helen to travel to Jerusalem in search of Jesus' cross. In Jerusalem 

she found three crosses, and to establish which one was authentic, she carried out tests to see which could perform miracles. 

Only one of the crosses did, healing the sick and even bringing the dead back to life. St Helen then became a champion for 

the cross, urging people to continue worshipping even after her death. 

In spite of the religious origins of this festival, don't expect anything short of the traditional Spanish fiesta 

 3 weeks in May Ubeda International Classical Music 
Festival 

Events take place in the Auditorium of Hospital de Samtiago, Municipal Historic Archives, Archaeological Museum and various 
open spaces in the town 

 11th – 15th  La Carolina nr 
Ubeda 

Feria de Mayo 
 

This is still an important livestock fair – the origin of most ferias, dating from the 19th century – with prizes for 
best berrenda cow (an Andalucian breed), segureña sheep (from the Sierras de Segura and de la Sagra) and mountain goat. 
Of course it still has all the usual singing and dancing, sherry and casetas

 13th  Pozo Iglesias nr 
Baza 

San Torcauto (M&C) 

 15th San Torcauto, nr 
Guadix 

San Torcauto (M&C) 

 15th Towns around 
Andalucia 

In Cuevas del Campo, 
the fair lasts from 14-17 May, 
with a Mass and procession 
on 15 May, the Romeria on 
16 May, and the blessing of 

the fields on 17 May 

Fiesta de San Isidro 
 

San Isidro is the patron saint of the farmers, and many villages celebrate his day with a procession through the fields and a 
fiesta, as well as agricultural trade shows. 

 31st  Aldeire, nr Guadix Virgin del Rosario (M&C) 



List of the various Festivals/Ferias that take place throughout the year, including, Moors & 
Christians 

All destinations are no more than 2 hours (ish!) from Pozo Alcón 

All dates are approximate and should be checked before setting off   

Much of the information has been sourced from: http://www.andalucia.com/ 

Month Date Where Festival/Feria 

June 9th – 11th Bacor San  Bernabé 

 13th  Balax, nr Baza San Antonio (M&C) 

 15th 2017 
31 May 2018 
20 June 2019 
11 June 2020 
03 June 2021 
16 June 2022 

Towns around 
Andalucia 

Corpus Christi 

This festival celebrates the presence of Christ in the holy water. Especially famous are the celebrations in Granada and 

Seville, where six choirboys in period dress perform the dance “Los Seises” in the cathedral. Some towns wait until Sunday for 

their celebrations.  
Although Corpus Christi is celebrated everywhere in Andalucia, it is most famous in Granada, where this religious celebration 

fused with the annual “féria” so many years ago. 

The history of Corpus Christi in Granada is particularly interesting as the Catholic kings used it as a tool to Christianise a 

population that had been under Muslim rule for some eight centuries. According to historical accounts, they even instructed 

the town hall to invest large sums of money into the fiesta and urged the town to celebrate until they “appeared crazy”. Being 

the obedient citizens they were, the “Granadinos”, as they are known in Spanish, willingly complied. 

In the beginning the people of Granada just celebrated the festival on the actual day of Corpus Cristi. However, in the 17th 

century someone had the bright idea of starting on the eve of the big day. From there it was only a matter of time before the 

religious event was merged with the annual fair in one of the biggest celebrations of the year. 

In the past all the towns and villages around Granada were forced to each supply a specific amount of greenery to carpet the 

streets of the provincial capital. And historically, theatre carts travelled around the city, following the Corpus Cristi processions 

and putting on plays. That seems to have gotten out of hand at one point and in 1765 King Carlos III officially put a stop to the 

custom 

July    

August 10th Campilla de 
Arenas, nr Huesa 

Virgin de la Cabeza (M&C) 

 15th  Carchelejo, nr 
Huesa 

Virgin del Rosario (M&C) 

 19th – 22nd Belmez de la 
Moraleda, nr Jodar

Señor de la Vida o Cristo de la 
Moraleds (M&C) 

 24th – 26th Montejicar, nr 
Huesa 

Virgin de la Cabezo (M&C) 

 Last Sunday Baeza, nr Ubeda Romeria De Cristo De La Yedra Y 
La Virgen Del Rosell. 

This pilgrimage, honours the Virgen del Rosell, patron saint of La Yedra, a village near Baeza. The Virgin is taken from her 
sanctuary in La Yedra, to Baeza, in the romeria chica, a forerunner to the main event, the Romeria Oficial, on the first 
Saturday in September.  This is when the gypsy wagons and carriages accompany the Virgin around the streets of Baeza and 
to her church 

September 5th – 6th Baza Cascamorras (M&C) 

 5th – 6th Guadiz Cascamorras (M&C) 

 8th – 9th Beznar, nr Granada Virgin de la Dolores (M&C) 



List of the various Festivals/Ferias that take place throughout the year, including, Moors & 
Christians 

All destinations are no more than 2 hours (ish!) from Pozo Alcón 

All dates are approximate and should be checked before setting off   

Much of the information has been sourced from: http://www.andalucia.com/ 

Month Date Where Festival/Feria 

 8th – 9th Picena, south of 
Guadix 

Virgin Rocio (M&C) 

September 15th  
 

Valor, south of 
Guadix 

Santo de la Yedra (M&C) 

October First week 
October 

Quentar, nr Huesa San Sebastian (M&C) 

 2nd Weekend Castril Bull Run 

 5th Moclin, nr Huesa Romeria del Cristo del Paño 
Instead of the usual statue, this festival features a painting left in the town by the Reyes Catolicos. The name comes from a 
miracle a century later involving a sacristan who nearly went blind from cataracts, which were known as "enfermedad del 
paño". As he was cleaning the painting, he regained his sight

 12th Sante Fe, nr 
Granada 

Anniversary of the discovery of 
America 

Also celebrated on 12 October throughout Spain 
 31st Towns around 

Andalucia 
Halloween 

A new celebration and hasn’t caught on everywhere in Andalucia, but it is growing in very fast

November 1st Everywhere Todos Los Santos (Tosantos) 
Public Holiday 

 It is traditional to visit the cemetery and place flowers or light candles on the graves of departed loved ones.  
 In Catholic theology, this day is to offer prayers for those in purgatory (who haven't been allowed into heaven yet), and to 
remember to live like saints (!) 

 11th Towns around 
Andalucia 

 

The Feast of San Martín 

Traditional day in all the towns and villages of the mountain areas of Andalucia to slaughter pigs in preparation for the winter 
time drying of hams and sausages, at a fiesta called la matanza - literally, the killing - in all the towns and villages of the 
mountain areas of Andalucia. The day begins with the killing of the pigs and is spent butchering the carcass and stuffing 
sausages and black pudding. A great deal of eating and drinking accompanies these events.

 2nd  Sunday Guadix Virgen de las Angustias 
This fiesta dates from the 17th century. This image of the Virgin is a replacement for the original, which was destroyed during 
the Civil War. On the previous Sunday, the statue is taken from her usual place of worship to the cathedral 

 25th Sante Fe, nr 
Granada 

La Merendica 
 

On Dia de Santa Catalina, everyone heads off to the countryside to have lunch. Stoves are set up and dishes prepared using 
aromatic herbs picked in the spot, such as thyme and rosemary, as with walnuts, chestnuts and other local produce for 
pudding 

December 24th Everywhere Christmas Eve 

The quietest evening of the year in Andalucia. Even most of the bars are closed. An evening reserved for a family dinner. 

 25th Everywhere Christmas Day 
Public Holiday 
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 Monday after 
Christmas Day 

Fontanar Belen Viviente 

One of the most delightful features of Christmas are the belenes vivientes, or living (live) nativity scenes, where many of the townsfolk 

dress up as characters to take part, using the town's streets, houses and plazas as their stage set, starring alongside four-legged 

actors - sheep and donkeys. 

December 28th Everywhere Dia de los Santos Inocentes 

The day to play your favourite jokes on friends and family!  
The history of the day is based on the Bible passage (Matthew 2:16-18) telling about when King Herod heard that a new King 

of the Jews had been born (Jesus). Concerned about this threat to his power, Herod ordered all infant boys under the age of 

two in Bethlehem and its vicinity to be killed. The day was named for the many innocent souls that were lost that night. 

Today, the atmosphere of the celebration is festive and fun, with people playing jokes and pranks on each other - perfectly in 

line with the healthy Andalucian sense of humour! The most traditional joke is to put a puppet or paper cut-out on people’s 

backs - they are the inocentadas, which means ‘practical jokes' as well as ‘innocents’ in Spanish . 

Even the media joins in, reporting on fake news stories in the newspapers and on TV and the internet 

 31st  New Year´s Eve 
In Spain this is just the mid-point of all the celebrating. In this country, the tradition is to have a rather late dinner with your 
family – just one more rich, elaborate dinner, of course, complete with all the pastries, dried fruits and nuts and mountains of 
turrón that finish every meal at this time of year. 

Just before midnight, the ubiquitous television transports the whole of Spain to Madrid’s central Plaza Mayor where glitzy 

presenters are watching the clock and preparing to down their traditional 12 grapes. Have yours ready – some cheat by taking 

out the seeds or using the special canned variety on sale everywhere at this time of year – and down them one by one with 

the chimes of the clock. Eat them all without chocking to death and you’ve earned yourself a dose of good luck for the coming 

year! 

After midnight the young and free head out into the night to celebrate into the early hours of dawn whereupon they return 

home to crash before – you guessed it – another huge family meal

  
 
 


